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FIVE & THRIVE IN OUR COMMUNITY
This section will help you to discover local resources related to the five key quality-of-
life issues that affect military families: childcare, education, healthcare, housing and
spouse employment.

In this section discover additional resources in and around your area including the
Military and Family Readiness Center, fitness centers, legal and more! You’ll also find a
guide to the organizational structure of your installation and a base map. 

In this section discover additional resources within the local community.

This local Thrive Guide is designed to help you build a strong network, navigate available
resources, and establish a firm foundation of support within your local community.

If you are looking for national and international resources, 
be sure to check out the Thrive Guide. 3

http://www.fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide


It's a timeless saying that still rings true today: home is wherever the military sends you. It is
our honor and pleasure to welcome and connect you with your local Thrive Guide. We are
thrilled to have you as part of the Thrive movement and even more so, to share valuable
resources with you from your own local community.

This guide was designed to make you feel right at home, helping you navigate everything
from childcare, education, healthcare, housing, spouse employment--and more! This local
guide is inspired by the Thrive Guide and we hope you will be sure to explore more service
wide resources and information at fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide.

All incredible ideas have a beginning and we would like to extend a special thanks to Kaycee
Denny and the Wichita Falls Chamber of Commerce along with Sheppard Air Force Base for
wondering "what if" and pioneering the first iteration of the Local Thrive Guide. Their
initiative, hard work--and heart for our families-- has now paved the way for other
installations across the force to do something similar, yet unique to their own community,
all while ensuring that military families have the support they need--and deserve.

If you have any questions, feedback, or thoughts on how to enhance this guide, please reach
out. Afterall, we are in this together.

In this together,

For the most recent version visit: LINK
This guide is intended to be used as a living digital document with active links to additional information. For

questions, comments or printing guidance, please email krista@bossierchamber.com.
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https://www.fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide
https://business.bossierchamber.com/military


Dear Service Members, Spouses & Families,

Welcome to Barksdale Air Force Base and Northwest Louisiana! Whether you’re new to the area or
returning, we’re so glad you’re here.

Moving can be tough, but you’re not alone. This guide connects you to local schools, services, job
opportunities, and many more ways to get acclimated. It’s all part of our commitment to support
and celebrate military families like yours.

The Bossier Chamber of Commerce and the Northwest Louisiana Military Support Foundation
(NWLA MSF) work year-round to make our community military-friendly and family-focused. We
help bridge the gap between the base and local resources through:

Career Support – Job fairs, local employer friendly database, employer connections
Welcome Events – Info bags, orientation support, community tips
Military Discounts – Local deals just for military families
Family & Child Programs – Including Purple Star School and Month of the Military Child
support
Recognition & Appreciation – Airman Awards, Holiday Cookie Drive, and Military May
Advocacy – Championing your needs at the local and national level

Local businesses and leaders are proud to call you neighbors and are here to support your success
–both in and out of uniform.

If you need anything or have questions, reach out anytime. We're here for you.

Welcome to your new community, we’re proud to have you!

Warm regards,

5

Krista Augustson
Military Liaison

    Office: 318-746-0252
    krista@bossierchamber.com

Lisa Johnson
President/CEO

  Office: 318-746-0252
  ljohnson@bossierchamber.com

http://nwlamilitarysupport.org/
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FIVE & THRIVE
IN OUR COMMUNITY
This section will help you to discover local resources related to the five key

quality-of-life issues that affect military families: childcare, education, healthcare,

housing and spouse employment.



CHILDCARE

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE CHILD AND YOUTH OFFERINGS OVERVIEW

BARKSDALE FAMILY AND CHILD YOUTH SERVICES (CYS)  | 318-456-4139
Office for all programs at Barksdale which offers comprehensive support for military kids,
including childcare, youth centers with activities (sports, arts, education, tech), sports
leagues, and support for families.

Child Development Center (CDC) | West 318-456-2735 | East 318-456-1081
The Barksdale CDC offers full day care for children from six weeks to five years. Open from
7:00 AM to 5:30 PM with two buildings next door to one another on main base called East
or West. Care must be requested online at MilitaryChildcare.com, a Department of Defense
(DoD) website, for military families seeking Child Care, School Age Care Programs, and
Family Child Care (FCC) Homes. You can apply up to 1 year in advance, and you can get on
a wait list at multiple CDCs so if there are two PCS options on the table, apply at both. Offer
part day enrichment as well. Military Family Types and Priority Chart

Family Childcare Program (FCC) | 318-456-9688
Family Childcare is regular care of a child in the home of another family, on or off base,
from ages four weeks to 12 years of age. FCC providers can also offer free child care for
extended duty, deployments and PCS. Contact the FSS office by phone or email for
personalized care information. Email: 2fss.barksdale.childcare@us.af.mil.
Barksdale FCC Services Overview

Military Child Care (MCC)
MCC is the worldwide child care resource hub for military-connected families. Learn about
all DoD funded child care options, search for and request child care where you live, and
connect to other military family resources today!

Child Care Aware | 1-800-424-2246
Department of the Air Force Fee Assistance program for children ages 0-12. First, you must
register with MilitaryChildCare.com. Then create an account at Child Care Aware to apply
for childcare assistance.

Air Force Child & Youth Program Business Modernization System (CYPBMS) 
The Parent Portal allows you to securely manage your family’s profile to include program
registration and payment information for all Child & Youth Programs (CYP). Air Force wide,
with an easy transition from installation to installation. Create An Account/Login

Barksdale air force base Resources

8

https://dafchildandyouth.com/
https://www.dafchildandyouth.com/child-development-centers/
http://militarychildcare.com/
https://dafchildandyouth.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/DOD-Child-Care-Priorities-as-of-August-2020.pdf
https://childcare.gov/consumer-education/family-child-care-homes
mailto:2fss.barksdale.childcare@us.af.mil
https://barksdalelife.com/family-child-care/#:~:text=Full%20Day/Weekly%20Child%20Care,Extended%20Duty%20Care%20(EDC)
https://public.militarychildcare.csd.disa.mil/mcc-central/mcchome
https://www.childcareaware.org/fee-assistancerespite/military-families/air-force/fee-assistance/
tel:18004242246
https://parent.afcyp.com/


CHILDCARE
Barksdale air force base Resources cont’d
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Kinderspot
Are you looking to offer or rent short term care at the CDC? Download Kinderspot today!
Spot holders, who create a Kinderspot account, will be able to offer week long blocks of
time per child. At participating CDC’s, their spot is temporarily available when their child is
not attending. Prospective spot renters can create a Kinderspot account even if they do not
hold a spot at the CDC. Available weeks will be visible at participating CDC’s, and renters
can inform the CDC admin of their desire to rent. Once they have completed paperwork at
the CDC, and become a verified renter, they can book available week(s) through the app.
App Download

Youth Center | 318-456-3448
Located on main base, the Barksdale Youth Center Program consists of year round
programs for children in kindergarten through high school (ages 6-18). School Age Care
programs offer care before and after school, and hourly care. Transportation is provided to
several local elementary schools for those enrolled in School Age Care. 
Transportation is available in the morning and afternoon to:

Haughton Schools: T.L. Rodes E.S. (pre-k-1), Platte E.S. (grades 2-3)  
Bossier City Schools: W.T. Lewis Elementary, & Stockwell Place Elementary 

Afternoon transportation is provided to the Youth Center from South Bossier Schools:
Suncity Elementary, Bellaire Elementary & Curtis Elementary. 

Care must be requested at MiltiaryChildcare.com. 
The Youth Center also offers open recreation and teen programs. 
See all Barksdale Youth Programs

Barksdale Monthly Parents Night Out | Barksdale Family and Child Youth Services | 
318-456-4139
The CDC also offers parents the opportunity to have an evening out with dinner and a fun
activity. For a fee, childcare is provided. Registration can be done through your CYPBMS
portal. For more information, call 318-456-4139 and select the menu option of the facility
you’re trying to reach.

New Parent Support Program (NPSP) | 318-456-6595
The New Parent Support Program (NPSP) is a free service designed to help expectant
parents and families with children from birth to three years of age. The program is designed
to assist parents with challenging and changing roles as mother, father, and family and
promote positive parent skills and to help maintain healthy families.

https://help.kinderspot.oddball.io/
https://www.dafchildandyouth.com/youth-programs/
tel:3184563448
https://rodes.bossierschools.org/o/tlres
https://platt.bossierschools.org/o/pes
https://wtlewis.bossierschools.org/
https://stockwell.bossierschools.org/
https://suncity.bossierschools.org/
https://bellaire.bossierschools.org/
https://curtis.bossierschools.org/
https://barksdalelife.com/youth-programs/
https://parent.afcyp.com/
https://parent.afcyp.com/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/benefits/new-parent-support-program/


CHILDCARE
Shreveport & Bossier Resources
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LOCAL, PUBLICLY FUNDED PROGRAMS
Caddo (Shreveport) Smart Start | 318-603-6300 or 318 603-6468
A network of publicly funded early childhood programs serving Infants, toddlers and PreK
age children. Find a comprehensive list of publicly funded early childhood programs,
including many in the area that accept assistance programs. Check on
MilitaryChildcare.com for participating programs. Applications for the next school year open
early March. Visit the website for a number of local resources in one place.

Caddo Pre-K All neighborhood schools that have kindergarten have at least one Pre-K
class. However, there are no Pre-K classes in magnet schools.
Caddo Head Start and Early Head Start Head Start & Early Head Start programs provide
comprehensive services to support the mental, social, and emotional development of
children from birth to age 5. See website for a complete list offered.
Early Learning Childcare learn more about type III child care offered in Caddo
(Shreveport & surrounding area).

Bossier Parish Early Childhood Ready Start Network | 318-677-3188
Find Early Learning Centers, Head Start and Early Head Start and Pre-K Programs.
Bossier Parish Schools Pre-K | Contact Holly George, Supervisor of Special Programs, call
318-549-6813 or email holly.george@bossierschools.org.
Applications open in early March for the following school year.

LOUISIANA CHILDCARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Louisiana Dept of Education | 877-453-2721 | providercertification@la.gov
To find licensed childcare providers in Louisiana, visit the Louisiana Department of
Education's website for a directory, or contact directly. The state has three types of licensed
facilities (Type I, II, and III) and requires providers to meet specific standards for safety,
health, and educational practices, which are verified through multiple inspections.
Understanding Types of Childcare Providers in LA

Childcare Aware Louisiana Resources | 800-424-2246 | militaryinfo@childcareaware.org 
Military and DoD Fee Assistance Program Information and Questions  8 AM. – 7 PM EST,
Monday-Friday (hours vary by branch of service or program).
Find State Resources: Child Care, Children with Special Needs, Heath & Social Services,
Financial Assistance and more.

Louisiana Resources

https://caddosmartstart.com/
tel:318%20603-6468
https://caddosmartstart.com/caddo-parish-prek/
https://caddosmartstart.com/caddo-head-start/
https://caddosmartstart.com/early-learning-child-care/
https://www.bossierearlychildhood.org/programs/
tel:318-677-3188
https://www.bossierschools.org/page/bossier-schools-prek
https://doe.louisiana.gov/families-and-students/early-childhood-families/child-care-assistance-program-(ccap)
https://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/early-childhood/understanding-types-of-child-care-providers.pdf
https://www.childcareaware.org/state/louisiana-6/
tel:8004242246
mailto:militaryinfo@childcareaware.org
https://www.childcareaware.org/state/louisiana-6/


School Liaison Program (SLO) | 318-456-4098 |  barksdaleschoolliaison@us.af.mil
Serves as the primary resource for parents, schools, and installation commanders regarding
education-related issues for military-connected students pre-k thru 12  grade. Advocates
for military children at local, state, and national levels to ensure their educational needs are
met. Helps families with inbound and outbound school transfers and provides information
on local schools and graduation requirements. Provides information and resources to help
families navigate special education services, including Individualized Education Programs
(IEPs) and Section 504 Plans. Assists families who choose to home school their children.

th

Newcomer Guide: Find your school, registration info, alternative schooling & MUCH MORE.
Barksdale SLO Website: contact info, social media links, sign up for newsletter and FAQ’s.

Note: Barksdale does not have a DoD school on the installation. There are two independent
school districts: Caddo (Shreveport+) & Bossier (Bossier, Benton, Haughton & Plain Dealing).

SCHOOL ZONING
The base is located in the Bossier Parish School District. However, Louisiana offers military
families School of Choice where active duty members, who are base residents with military-
connected students, have the option to send their student to any school in the Bossier
Parish School District or Caddo School District  (up to the school’s functional capacity).
Parent’s are responsible for transportation.

Main Base Housing (Historic & Main Base Neighborhoods) is zoned for:
Waller Elementary (pre-k to 5), Rusheon Middle School (grades 6-8), Bossier High School
(grades 9-12)

East Side Housing (Heritage Heights & Liberty Neighborhoods) is zoned for:
T.L. Rodes Elementary (pre-k-1), Platte Elementary (grades 2-3), Princeton Elementary
(grades 4-5), Haughton Middle School (grades 6-8), Haughton High School (grades 9-12)

Off Base Residents, Find Your School

EDUCATION
Barksdale air force base Resources
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https://www.dafchildandyouth.com/school-liaison-program/
mailto:barksdaleschoolliaison@us.af.mil
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Resources/Newcomer-Guide/School-Information/
https://barksdalelife.com/school-liaison/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bossier_Parish_School_District
https://barksdalelife.com/school-liaison/
https://www.bossierschools.org/
https://www.bossierschools.org/
https://www.caddoschools.org/page/enroll
https://waller.bossierschools.org/
https://rusheon.bossierschools.org/
https://bossierh.bossierschools.org/
https://bossierh.bossierschools.org/
https://rodes.bossierschools.org/o/tlres
https://platt.bossierschools.org/o/pes
https://platt.bossierschools.org/o/pes
https://princeton.bossierschools.org/o/pres
https://princeton.bossierschools.org/o/pres
https://haughtonm.bossierschools.org/o/hms
https://haughtonh.bossierschools.org/o/hhs
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Resources/Newcomer-Guide/School-Information/


EDUCATION
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HOMESCHOOL
Homeschool on Barksdale
Facebook: Search “Barksdale Homeschool Group”

THRIVE Homeschool Guide
The resources in the Thrive Homeschool Guide represent a small offering of what is
available to homeschooling families. While not exhaustive, these resources are a great place
to start when beginning homeschooling or after a PCS or when looking to get connected
with the homeschool community.

HIGHER EDUCATION
Barksdale Education Office | 318-456-2615
The Education Office provides educational guidance and counseling, military testing and
training to Airmen, families, and retirees.
On Base Colleges
All military members, dependents, retirees, all on-base employees and off base civilians are
eligible to attend on base schools. Military members have priority placements in classes.

PRESCHOOL
Preschool in Louisiana is either public or private. The Barksdale CDC takes children up to
five years old. See the CHILDCARE section to learn about more options.
Bossier Public Schools    |  PreK registration starts March 1.
Caddo Public Pre-K List  |  Applications for the school year open March 1.

Bossier & Shreveport Resources

Barksdale air force base Resources cont’d

https://barksdalelife.com/school-liaison/
https://barksdalelife.com/school-liaison/
https://www.fiveandthrive.org/wp-content/uploads/Thrive-Guide-Homeschool-Edition.pdf
https://barksdalelife.com/education-center/
tel:3184562615
https://barksdalelife.com/on-base-colleges/
https://www.bossierschools.org/page/bossier-schools-prek
https://caddosmartstart.com/public-school-charter-school-prek-programs/


CADDO PARISH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Shreveport, Blanchard, Greenwood, Mooringsport, Oil City & Vivian

Caddo Parish Public Schools stand out through their focus on holistic student development:
AMI KIDS (flyer link), offering extensive workforce readiness (CTE), specialized magnet
programs, personalized learning (like Caddo Virtual Academy), and strong community
partnerships, all while emphasizing teacher support and achieving notable gains in state
testing, particularly in math, demonstrating growth beyond pre-pandemic levels.
Purple Star Schools Video

Caddo Public Schools (pre-k-12)
Visit main site to enroll, find your bus stop, get info on purple star schools, IEP etc.

Magnet Schools (k-12)
Magnet schools, offered in Shreveport, attract students from all over the district and focus
on ELA, Math, Science & Art. Students must test to get into the school. The testing deadline
is waived for military students, they may test if they arrive past the deadline. 
Contact: Julie Scruggs at 318- 603-6504 or jscruggs@caddoschools.org.

Caddo Career & Technology Center (CCTC) (9-12) | 318-364-1950 | info@caddocareer.com
CCTC serves high school students from 10 high schools in Caddo Parish. CCTC offers 25
programs which enable students to become college and career ready.

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY HEALTH - SHREVEPORT COLLEGE PREP PROGRAM
The Allied Health Education and Discovery (AHEAD) Program is a free, 5-day program for
Louisiana high school students interested in exploring the health career programs offered at
LSU Health Shreveport's School of Health Professions and Sciences.
Ready Set Program

EDUCATION
Bossier & Shreveport Resources
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https://amikids.org/location/amikids-caddo/
https://amikids.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2024_AMIkids-Caddo_Workforce-Development-Flyer.pdf
https://caddocareer.com/
https://www.ktbs.com/news/caddo-maintains-strong-b-rating-as-students-drive-growth-in-2025-sps-results/article_6f79a39c-c1be-43c1-8b25-a2a254d4bb06.html
https://www.ktbs.com/news/caddo-maintains-strong-b-rating-as-students-drive-growth-in-2025-sps-results/article_6f79a39c-c1be-43c1-8b25-a2a254d4bb06.html
https://cva.caddoschools.org/
https://www.ktbs.com/news/3-caddo-parish-teachers-selected-for-teacher-of-the-year/article_1098a564-40af-4d86-9093-e408b7ee6e45.html
https://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/education/2025/07/09/check-out-the-leap-score-for-local-school-districts/84518028007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z115150p118850c118850d00----v115150b0030xxd003065&gca-ft=246&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.ktbs.com/news/caddo-parish-adds-purple-star-schools/article_4d511022-3aaa-49db-811f-fbaba8fb0c6e.html
https://www.caddoschools.org/
https://www.caddoschools.org/page/magnet-schools-information
mailto:jscruggs@caddoschools.org
https://caddocareer.com/military-families/
mailto:Info@caddocareer.com
https://shps.lsuhs.edu/about/ahead-program
https://www.lsuhs.edu/our-schools/student-and-community-engagement/college-readiness-programs


EDUCATION
Bossier & Shreveport Resources
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BOSSIER PARISH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Haughton, Benton, Bossier City (north and south) & Plain Dealing

Bossier Parish Schools stand out for being one of Louisiana's fastest-growing districts,
marked by strong academic growth, diverse program offerings (STEAM, AP, CTE), high
community engagement, and a focus on character education, consistently exceeding state
averages in student performance, especially in literacy and math. Their innovative approach
blends rigorous academics with practical skills, community service, and technological
integration, aiming to provide holistic opportunities for all students. 
Comprehensive Overview of Bossier Schools
Military Family Support Info

Military Family Counselors (MFC)
Many schools in BP offer a point of contact in each purple star schools. The purple star
schools provide clubs and support for students to acclimate and hit the ground running.
There are 4 MFC in Bossier Parish School district that float between the schools.
Video

Bossier Parish Schools Military Coordinator | 318-549-6813 
Contact: Holly George, Supervisor of Special Programs, holly.george@bossierschools.org.

Bossier Parish Parent Education Center
Resources, guidance and support for your child where parents can be an active and
engaged partner in their child's education. Student and Parent resources, parent technology
resources and help, monthly parent newsletter, daily learning planner, schedule an
appointment.

Bossier Parish Schools Career & Technical Education (BPSTIL) (9-12) | 318-549-6297 
BPSTIL Promo Video on YouTube
Contact Wendi Plants, CTE Coordinator | (318)286.5203 |  wendi.plants@bossierschools.org

REGIONAL PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
There are many private schools offered in the area that offer Montessori or religious based
curriculum from pre-k-high school. List of Shreveport & Bossier Private Schools

https://www.bossierschools.org/page/military-family-support
https://readlola.com/2025/08/19277/
https://www.bossierschools.org/article/2561032
https://www.bossierschools.org/page/public-relations
https://www.bossierschools.org/page/public-relations
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrX_ZpksUQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrX_ZpksUQ4
https://www.bossierschools.org/article/2378345
https://simplebooklet.com/livebookchangingthegames?bid=243654501#page=1
https://www.bossierschools.org/page/military-family-support
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/benefits/military-family-life-counseling-program/#:~:text=Adult%20military%20and%20family%20life,at%20work%2C%20grieving%20and%20more.
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/benefits/military-family-life-counseling-program/#:~:text=Adult%20military%20and%20family%20life,at%20work%2C%20grieving%20and%20more.
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/benefits/military-family-life-counseling-program/#:~:text=Adult%20military%20and%20family%20life,at%20work%2C%20grieving%20and%20more.
https://www.ksla.com/2024/08/22/bossier-schools-goes-extra-mile-support-military-families/
https://www.bossierschools.org/page/parent-center?fbclid=IwdGRjcANfVWBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHpBa_T84CcWWMGjyO-QCO413kkTX5kjBK8Z_BX4nCa_0uunFp2kDV2C7autn_aem_bp3HPmcK25k7PMbXxZKCvw
https://bpts.bossierschools.org/
https://bpts.bossierschools.org/
https://bpts.bossierschools.org/
http://youtube.com/watch?v=udjX-hNfabI
http://youtube.com/watch?v=udjX-hNfabI
https://shreveport.macaronikid.com/guides/5f332add863a3b5f09056ad7/mackid-shreveport-bossier-area-private-school-resource-guide#:~:text=Kingston%20Christian%20Academy%20K4%2D12th,Riverdale%20Academy%20K4%2D12th


Military Family Resources: Louisiana Department of Education 
Resources and support for military families in Louisiana, the new website section offers
centralized access to key information and tools designed to ease school transitions for
Louisiana’s more than 12,000 military-connected students. Online resource hub aimed at
supporting military families to navigate the state’s public education system. The resource
hub includes guidance on advance school enrollment, links to school directories,
information about graduation requirements, and details about special education services. It
also highlights Louisiana’s Purple Star Schools—a designation awarded to schools that go
above and beyond to support students from military families.

Note: Louisiana allows military to enroll in advance. If you are moving to Louisiana on active
duty orders, your child can register for public school before your family moves to Louisiana.
Check for documents needed to enroll on DOE site.

Louisiana Education Homepage

Louisiana Ranks 4th in Nation

Louisiana Virtual Charter for Military Families

HIGHER EDUCATION
Louisiana Department of Veteran Affairs | Title 29 In-State Tuition Exemption 
Louisiana’s in-state tuition exemption, Title 29, provides educational benefits for children,
spouses and surviving spouses of veterans who meet certain requirements. For living
veterans, children are eligible; for veterans who are POW/MIA, spouses are eligible; and for
deceased veterans, surviving spouses and children are eligible. 

 Louisiana Specific Tuition Benefits for Military Connected

EDUCATION

Louisiana  Resources
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REGIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION
Bossier Parish Community College | Louisiana State University Shreveport (LSUS) |
Centenary (Private) | Southern University Shreveport | Northwestern State University Louisiana
See which schools take MYCAA

https://doe.louisiana.gov/families-and-students/military-families
https://doe.louisiana.gov/families-and-students/military-families
https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/2025/04/21/louisiana-department-of-education-launches-online-resource-hub-for-military-families
https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/newsroom/news-releases/release/2024/12/09/louisiana-education-ranks-fourth-nationally-on-new-study
https://lavca.k12.com/about-our-school/military-family-support/
https://vetaffairs.la.gov/education
https://vetaffairs.la.gov/education
https://vetaffairs.la.gov/education/title-29
https://www.lsus.edu/military-and-veterans/military-resources
https://www.bpcc.edu/veteran-educational-services
https://www.lsus.edu/military-and-veterans
https://www.centenary.edu/admission/tuition-aid/scholarships-financial-aid/va-benefits/
https://www.susla.edu/page/military-and-veteran-services
https://www.nsula.edu/military/
https://mycaa.militaryonesource.mil/mycaa/schools/school-search


It is my personal privilege to extend a warm welcome to the Bossier Schools family,
where we are eager to meet your family and take a personal interest in your child’s
academic journey and success. 
We are a strong military community and you will find the same formidable bond at
Bossier Schools, where 25 campuses (and counting) and honored to be Purple Star
Schools of Distinction. It is our commitment to not only welcome your children with
open arms so they feel connected to their new school from day one, but also provide
our military families with the resources needed for a smooth transition. 
We encourage you to tap into the expertise of our Military Family Manager Holly
George, who understands firsthand the unique challenges you face and how to help
navigate them. 
At Bossier Schools, our vision is to “WIN the Day” and teach like it matters, because it
does. Educators play an influential role in a child’s life and it is not a responsibility we
take lightly. 
I am confident you will find in Bossier what so many others have; an exemplary school
system and a friendly, supportive community that welcomes your family to put down
roots, whether for a short while or a life time.

EDUCATION
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Welcome to Bossier Parish Schools! My name is Holly George and I am Bossier School’s
Supervisor of Special Programs and Military Family Manager. As a former military
dependent myself, it is a role I am personally proud of and can relate to, and I look
forward to meeting and helping your family have a smooth transition into our school
system. 
Growing up in a military family, I experienced frequent movement throughout my
school years. This continuous transition of relocation and separation left a lasting
impression on me and has helped me navigate my life in a positive manner. Now, as a
30+ year educator, I look forward to being your school contact to help ease your
family’s transition when arriving at Barksdale. 
Please call upon me to answer any of your questions about the transition process
including registration, special education services, school zones, School of Choice or
other concerns. I look forward to being a resource for you and welcoming you to
Bossier Schools.

Jason Rowland,
Superintendent of
Bossier Schools

Holly George, NBCT
Supervisor of
Special
Programs/Military
Family Manager

Holly.George@BossierSchools.org  
318-549-6813



2ND MEDICAL GROUP CLINIC | 243 CURTISS ROAD, BAFB | 318-456-6555
DIRECTORY
Key Contacts:
Central Appointment Line / After-Hours Care: 318-456-6555 option 3 (Flyers and Spouses)
Pediatric Appointments: via Central Appointment Line
Patient Advocate: 318-456-6555 option7 or 318-564-8143

Email: usaf.barksdale.2-mdg.mbx.patient-advocates@health.mil 
Pharmacy: 318-456-6555
Refill Pharmacy: 318-456-8348
Referral Management: 318-456-6555 option 5, option 3
Patient Administration 318-456-6402
Health Benefits Advisor 318-459-6405
Laboratory Appointment Login Select Louisiana>Barksdale AFB>2MGD Laboratory
2nd Medical Group Website

Military & Family Life Counseling (MFLC) | 318-553-4597
Provides free short-term, non-medical counseling for service members and their families.
Services are confidential and private, except for duty-to-warn situations.

Mental Health Clinic | 318-456-6600
The mental health clinic is part of the base medical group and provides a wide variety of
prevention and treatment services, including drug and alcohol abuse assessment and
treatment. All mental health clinics see active duty service members, and some clinics also
have the capacity to provide services to dependents. 

Chaplain Corps (Counseling) | 318-456-2111
Call 318-456-2111 for Chapel 1, located in historic housing, on main base.
For emergencies, after business hours/weekends, call command post ask for Chaplin at
318-456-2151.
BAM Facebook         BAFB Chapel Facebook        BAFB Chapel Facebook

HEALTHCARE
barksdale Resources
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The Military Crisis Line is a toll-free, confidential resource that connects Service members in crisis and their families
and friends with qualified, caring responders.

Service members, including members of the National Guard and Reserves, along with their loved ones can call 
1-800-273-8255 and Press 1, chat online at www. MilitaryCrisisLine.net, or send a text message to 838255 

to receive free, confidential support 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.

http://www.fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide
https://barksdale.tricare.mil/About-Us/Directory
mailto:usaf.barksdale.2-mdg.mbx.patient-advocates@health.mil
https://informatics-stage.health.mil/dap/
https://barksdale.tricare.mil/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/benefits/military-family-life-counseling-program/
https://barksdale.tricare.mil/Health-Services/Mental-Health
http://www.fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide
http://www.fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide
https://www.airforce.com/careers/specialty-careers/chaplain
http://www.fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide
http://www.fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide
http://www.fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide
http://www.fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide
http://www.fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide
http://www.fiveandthrive.org/thrive-guide
http://www.facebook.com/JustLikeBAM
http://www.barksdale.af.mil/Units/Barksdale-Chapel/
http://www.facebook.com/barksdalechapel/
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Family Advocacy Program (FAP) | 318-456-6595
Family Advocacy Program (FAP) personnel provide a continuum of services designed to
build community health and resilience and promote family, community, and mission
readiness by reducing domestic abuse and child maltreatment. Services are available for
military members and eligible beneficiaries. FAP offers family assessments, case
management, safety, and intervention planning. Additional services include,
individual/couples therapy, new parent support services, and anger management. 

Exceptional Family Member Program Medical | (EFMP) | 318-456-1736
The Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP) is designed to provide support to military
family members with special needs. EFMP is a mandatory enrollment program that protects
federal entitlements and military benefits of special needs family members.

Patient Advocate | 318-564-8143
Located at the medical treatment facility, the Patient Advocate handles concerns and
complaints from military families about their care or about the medical staff.
Barksdale Patient Advocate

Patient and Family Partnership Council (PFPC) | 318-564-8143
Are you interested in helping the Barksdale Medical Group improve your patient experience?
Consider joining the Patient and Family Partnership Council (PFPC).

Barksdale AFB does not provide emergency or urgent medical care services in any facility.

If you are experiencing a life-threatening medical situation (including mental health emergencies), call 911

immediately. Emergency care services treat life-threatening medical issues such as threats to your life, limbs,

sight, or safety.

Active duty do not need prior authorization for the emergency room, only Urgent Care.

https://installations.militaryonesource.mil/military-installation/pentagon-air-force/military-and-family-support-center/family-advocacy-program
https://barksdale.tricare.mil/Patient-Resources/Exceptional-Family-Member-Program-EFMP
https://barksdale.tricare.mil/Patient-Resources/Exceptional-Family-Member-Program-EFMP
https://barksdale.tricare.mil/Patient-Resources/Exceptional-Family-Member-Program-EFMP
https://tricare.mil/FAQs/General/GEN_PatientAdvocate
https://tricare.mil/FAQs/General/GEN_PatientAdvocate
https://tricare.mil/FAQs/General/GEN_PatientAdvocate
https://barksdale.tricare.mil/Patient-Resources/Customer-Service
https://barksdale.tricare.mil/News-Gallery/Videos/Article/4284861/patient-and-family-partnership-councils
https://barksdale.tricare.mil/News-Gallery/Videos/Article/4284861/patient-and-family-partnership-councils
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TRICARE Authorized Emergency Rooms
Find a Medical Facility in Shreveport or Bossier: TriWest Provider Directory
Tricare All Provider Directory; Installation and local area

REGIONAL EMERGENCY SERVICES: MAJOR HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS
Shreveport-Bossier has several 24/7 emergency rooms for serious conditions, all equipped
for severe issues like heart attacks, strokes, and major trauma.

Ochsner LSU Health Shreveport: The region's only Level I Trauma Center, equipped for
the most severe injuries, open 24/7.

Address: 1541 Kings Hwy, Shreveport, LA 71103. Phone: 318-626-0000
CHRISTUS Highland Medical Center: Offers 24/7 emergency care for all ages, with rapid
cardiac care and pediatric services.

Address: 1453 E Bert Kouns Ind’l Loop, Shreveport, LA 71105. Phone: 318-681-5543
CHRISTUS Bossier Emergency Hospital: A dedicated emergency micro-hospital in
Bossier City, open 24/7. 

Address: 2531 Viking Dr, Bossier City, LA 71111. Phone: 318- 681-7000
Willis-Knighton Health System: Provides extensive coverage with multiple ERs,
including WK Pierremont, aiming for quick access across the area.

Willis Knighton North: 2600 Greenwood Road, Shreveport, LA 71103.
318-212-4500 or 318-212-4510
Willis Knighton South: 2510 Bert Kouns Industrial Loop, Shreveport, LA 71118.
318-212-5500 or 318-212-5510
Willis Knighton Bossier: 2400 Hospital Drive, Bossier City, LA 71111.
318-212-7500 or 318-212-7510
Willis Knighton Pierremont: 8001 Youree Drive, Shreveport, LA 71115.
318-212-3500 or 318-212-3510

Emergency care means care for an illness or injury that threatens your life, limb, sight, or safety. If you

reasonably believe you have an emergency, always call 911 or your international emergency number. Or, go to

the nearest emergency room.

Louisiana Resources
Louisiana Military Installations - Contact Information

https://triwest.healthsparq.com/healthsparq/public/#/one/city=&state=&postalCode=&country=&insurerCode=TRIWEST_I&brandCode=TRIWEST
https://triwest.healthsparq.com/healthsparq/public/#/one/city=&state=&postalCode=&country=&insurerCode=TRIWEST_I&brandCode=TRIWEST
https://www.tricare.mil/GettingCare/FindDoctor/AllProviderDirectories
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=bdfa73f17f6789a5&sxsrf=AE3TifPu3N_qIOWXZP_WhsG16urfaAJkmQ:1765226456919&q=ochsner+lsu+health+shreveport+address&ludocid=9392777829034449305&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi6sKb_7K6RAxVXliYFHVAqMxgQ6BN6BAglEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=Ochsner+LSU+Health+Shreveport+%28Level+I+Trauma+Center%29&oq=emergency+rooms+in+Shreveport+Bossier&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCggCEAAYgAQYogQyCggDEAAYgAQYogQyCggEEAAYgAQYogQyCggFEAAYgAQYogTSAQg3OTI3ajBqOagCBbACAfEFplxOZ49zcck&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfD8WtIxbJy4vjvs4xcFjjvxFL0OTRjUlGdPbBJBG89Gv-N4ZkFUgIowez4oZcmw9ddLvFdcPoqP-PNF2lm9IoqfDE-85z-aksqXRrjiUF_N7SL3QdaNMMINLvYRX0bE_m-BFxw0ae3gX4c_W-Nrlj6v0TQMe7TFO9JzSZ2Ng0ol56PvH0VQWiC_3iTo3S3BlMQCTIz3hZdUX-Xf1BLpJObfVifxUCbboY9hYCd6vOqgRQKDmsCaGbIjt9Z4WEFJlGgUynCnhzeoXzndb0T0ikBi&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjy-Oz3666RAxVdkmoFHeDvF4kQgK4QegQIARAD
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=bdfa73f17f6789a5&sxsrf=AE3TifN_c-yLpjk74lpSv0nrPPiVAbPAmQ:1765226432011&q=christus+highland+er+address&ludocid=13346483531196758751&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjJkbbz7K6RAxWdk2oFHRu5DSMQ6BN6BAg-EAI
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=bdfa73f17f6789a5&sxsrf=AE3TifN_c-yLpjk74lpSv0nrPPiVAbPAmQ:1765226432011&q=christus+highland+er+phone&ludocid=13346483531196758751&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjJkbbz7K6RAxWdk2oFHRu5DSMQ6BN6BAhEEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=CHRISTUS+Highland+Medical+Center&oq=emergency+rooms+in+Shreveport+Bossier&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCggCEAAYgAQYogQyCggDEAAYgAQYogQyCggEEAAYgAQYogQyCggFEAAYgAQYogTSAQg3OTI3ajBqOagCBbACAfEFplxOZ49zcck&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfD8WtIxbJy4vjvs4xcFjjvxFL0OTRjUlGdPbBJBG89Gv-N4ZkFUgIowez4oZcmw9ddLvFdcPoqP-PNF2lm9IoqfDE-85z-aksqXRrjiUF_N7SL3QdaNMMINLvYRX0bE_m-BFxw0ae3gX4c_W-Nrlj6v0TQMe7TFO9JzSZ2Ng0ol56PvH0VQWiC_3iTo3S3BlMQCTIz3hZdUX-Xf1BLpJObfVifxUCbboY9hYCd6vOqgRQKDmsCaGbIjt9Z4WEFJlGgUynCnhzeoXzndb0T0ikBi&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjy-Oz3666RAxVdkmoFHeDvF4kQgK4QegQIARAC
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=bdfa73f17f6789a5&sxsrf=AE3TifNns6zDxKLQNtZvy5sfvWlvNm6D6g:1765226524512&q=christus+bossier+emergency+hospital+address&ludocid=9479246632604107617&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjF8cOf7a6RAxXmkWoFHU-SAW4Q6BN6BAglEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=CHRISTUS+Bossier+Emergency+Hospital&oq=emergency+rooms+in+Shreveport+Bossier&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCggCEAAYgAQYogQyCggDEAAYgAQYogQyCggEEAAYgAQYogQyCggFEAAYgAQYogTSAQg3OTI3ajBqOagCBbACAfEFplxOZ49zcck&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfD8WtIxbJy4vjvs4xcFjjvxFL0OTRjUlGdPbBJBG89Gv-N4ZkFUgIowez4oZcmw9ddLvFdcPoqP-PNF2lm9IoqfDE-85z-aksqXRrjiUF_N7SL3QdaNMMINLvYRX0bE_m-BFxw0ae3gX4c_W-Nrlj6v0TQMe7TFO9JzSZ2Ng0ol56PvH0VQWiC_3iTo3S3BlMQCTIz3hZdUX-Xf1BLpJObfVifxUCbboY9hYCd6vOqgRQKDmsCaGbIjt9Z4WEFJlGgUynCnhzeoXzndb0T0ikBi&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjy-Oz3666RAxVdkmoFHeDvF4kQgK4QegQIARAE
https://www.wkhs.com/locations/hospitals/willis-knighton-medical-center
https://www.wkhs.com/locations/hospitals/willis-knighton-south
https://www.wkhs.com/locations/hospitals/wk-bossier
https://www.wkhs.com/locations/hospitals/wk-pierremont
https://tricare.mil/CoveredServices/IsItCovered/EmergencyCare
https://myarmybenefits.us.army.mil/Benefit-Library/Resource-Locator/Louisiana
https://myarmybenefits.us.army.mil/Benefit-Library/Resource-Locator/Louisiana


Your first contact should be the military housing office (MHO) to learn of the housing
options available to you at the time of your move.

Barksdale Military Housing Office | 318-456-4791
The Military Housing Office (MHO) provides housing referral and relocation support to all
eligible military members and their families. The Housing Early Assistance Tool (HEAT)
streamlines the process for service members to get information about on and off base
housing and to begin the process of applying for Privatized Family Housing.
Email: 2CES.CEIH.BaseHousingElement@us.af.mil

Barksdale Family Homes, Hunt Military Communities  | 318- 536-1244
Learn more about the neighborhoods at Barksdale AFB, including their amenities, view
floor plans and photos. Email: barksdale@huntcompanies.com 
Current Residents, call 318-395-6689
Floor Plans:

Heritage Heights: Mixed floor plans (2–4 bedroom), built in the ’80s and ’90s. 
Liberty Heights: Newer 3- and 4-bedroom homes, completed in 2011. 
Main Base Housing 
Main Base Housing (historic homes)

See a map of the neighborhoods

Privatized Housing Resident Advocate
Mr. Joshua Cormier, call 318-456-6386 or email joshua.cormier.4@us.af.mil

Fun Fact:
The Historic neighborhood street Ira Eaker is named after the man that handled the
paper work in Washington, submitted by the Shreveport citizens committee, for locating
an air base in Shreveport in the 1930's.

HOUSING
Barksdale Resources
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https://www.housing.af.mil/
https://www.housing.af.mil/Home-depricated/Units/Barksdale/
mailto:2CES.CEIH.BaseHousingElement@us.af.mil
https://www.barksdalefamilyhousing.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=1478185856&gbraid=0AAAAAC-EbRvnsuXKecalZW9XXpMT5OTZj&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI8NaJsu6mkAMVKX5vBB1BaibhEAAYASAAEgL9FPD_BwE
https://www.barksdalefamilyhousing.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=1478185856&gbraid=0AAAAAC-EbRvnsuXKecalZW9XXpMT5OTZj&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI8NaJsu6mkAMVKX5vBB1BaibhEAAYASAAEgL9FPD_BwE
https://www.barksdalefamilyhousing.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=1478185856&gbraid=0AAAAAC-EbRvnsuXKecalZW9XXpMT5OTZj&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI8NaJsu6mkAMVKX5vBB1BaibhEAAYASAAEgL9FPD_BwE
https://www.barksdalefamilyhousing.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=1478185856&gbraid=0AAAAAC-EbRvnsuXKecalZW9XXpMT5OTZj&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI8NaJsu6mkAMVKX5vBB1BaibhEAAYASAAEgL9FPD_BwE
mailto:barksdale@huntcompanies.com


HOUSING
Shreveport & Bossier Resources

Louisiana Resources

HOMES.mil
Search for local area rentals through this rental database, which is exclusive for the military.
This database is accessible to all property managers after proper registration. 

Local Apartments and Homes for Rent
You can search for local apartments using websites like Zillow or Apartments.com

Military by Owner

AHRN Barksdale Rentals 
To ensure a prompt response for questions regarding rental listings, call the property
manager/landlord contact directly for all inquiries on additional listing details and to
schedule a viewing. Review Best Practices for basic guidelines.

Navigate Shreveport or Bossier Benton Haughton
Choose Shreveport Neighborhoods

Individual Income Tax Filing Requirements for Military Servicemembers and Spouses

Louisiana Extension of Service Member Civil Relief Act Protections (SCRA)
§312 Limits on creditor interest rates and §422 Enforcement of Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act

Unlawful discrimination of military status:
Relative to discrimination based on military status; to prohibit discrimination in public
schools; to prohibit discrimination in employment; to prohibit discrimination in public
buildings; to prohibit discrimination in facilities to which the public is invited; to prohibit
discrimination in the sale or rental of housing; to provide definitions; and to provide for
related matters. 

VA Backed Home Loans

Note: Because the protections under SCRA can sometimes be complicated, Airman are
urged to seek the assistance of their installation legal office for SCRA-related matters.
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https://homes.mil/
https://www.zillow.com/la-71110/rent-houses/
https://www.apartments.com/bossier-city-la/
https://www.militarybyowner.com/la/barksdale-afb-homes/
https://www.ahrn.com/search?installation=Barksdale_Air_Force_Base&installation_type=MF
https://www.shreveport-real-estate.net/subdivisions
https://movetobossier.com/live/#housing
https://movetobossier.com/live/#housing
https://chooseshreveport.com/a1-live/b1-neighborhoods/
https://dam.ldr.la.gov/lawspolicies/RIB%2024-015%20Servicemembers%20Civil%20Relief%20Act.pdf
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=321064
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=85604
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=85604
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1410055
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1410055
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1410055
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1410055
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1410055
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1410055
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1410055
https://www.va.gov/housing-assistance/home-loans/


SPOUSE EMPLOYMENT

Military & Family Readiness Center (M&FRC) | 318-456-8400
The Barksdale AFB Military & Family Readiness Center (M&FRC) support military,
civilians, and family members in achieving short and long-term employment, by referring
for education/training, and obtaining career goals in the private and public sectors. The
M&FRC provides comprehensive services to ensure the Total Force is equipped with
adequate knowledge and assistance to aid in their job search. Services include:

Classes and individual consultation on career planning and personal development,
resume writing, interviewing skills and all other phases of the job search process
Resource centers offer guided access to computers, laser printers, internet
information on careers, jobs, and the development of job search skills, as well as
local and long distance job listings in both the public and private sectors
Individual career counseling and planning as well as career assessments and
interpretation are available by appointment at M&FRCs.

Military OneSource: Military Spouse Employment Partnership Network
Find local (or national employers) registered as a Military Spouse Employer and MANY
more resources. The Department of Defense digital portal for spouse employment
support.

FIND JOB OPENINGS ON BASE
Caregivers and Caring providers needed at CDC and youth center on Barksdale.
Non Appropriated Fund (NAF) Job Openings
Hunt Housing Employment
Army and Air Force Exchange Services (AAFES) 
Contact Tiesha Howard, call 318-741-3255.
USA JOBS, all openings on or near Barksdale AFB
Air Force Civilian Careers

Barksdale Resources
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https://www.afpc.af.mil/Military-and-Family/
https://myseco.militaryonesource.mil/portal/
https://myseco.militaryonesource.mil/portal/msep/jobs?location=Barksdale%20AFB,%20LA%2071110,%20USA
https://www.usajobs.gov/Search/Results?a=AFGS
https://barksdalelife.com/naf-human-resources/
https://recruiting2.ultipro.com/HUN1008HCBB/JobBoard/a501bac4-eef8-405b-b29d-022e29a6b358/?q=&o=postedDateDesc&f5=dA7iP2GqU0Cr92FTMiyRSQ
http://applymyexchange.com/
https://www.usajobs.gov/Search/Results?l=71110&a=AFGS&p=1&r=25
https://afciviliancareers.com/find-a-job/


SPOUSE EMPLOYMENT

FIND LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES
City of Shreveport Jobs
City of Bossier City Jobs
State Jobs in Caddo or Bossier

Military One Source Spouse Education and Career Opportunities
Find local (or national employers) registered as a Military Spouse Employer.

Participating Skill Bridge Employers (search zip code 71110 for local area)
Check which employers are in skill bridge for exiting service members.

FREE EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
Louisiana Works
Find Immediate Employment, Job Fairs & Veteran Services (includes spouses)
Use the American Job Centers as your job search hub: submit resumes & applications,
follow up on leads, and contact employers. Meet with a representative to create an
employment or career advancement plan, or get guidance for starting a new career. Also
offers Youth Career Services. If you are looking to move up the career - meet with a
American Job Center representative to assist you with your plan of action for career
advancement. If you are starting a new career - meet with a American Job Center
representative to develop a career plan. Get guidance to help match you to a career.
Bossier Office: Bossier & Caddo American Job Center | 318-741-7360
Shreveport Office: Caddo American Job Center | 318-676-7788 or 318-676-7748 
Contact: Veronica L. Bell, Local Veteran Employment Representative (LVER). Veronica
specializes in connecting veterans, and eligible military spouses, with job opportunities
and supportive services. Email, vbell@lwc.la.gov, or visit her at 2121 Fairfield Ave., Ste.
100 Shreveport, Louisiana 71104

Workforce ArkLaTex | 318-631-4242 | https://work4manpower.com/
2750 Shed Rd., Suite B Bossier City, LA 71111

Jean Simpson Personnel Services | 318-869-3494
Gig, Temp, Part Time, Full Time roles, contact for 1-1 appointment.
Clerical: Contact Nikki at nikki@jeansimpson.com
Professional: Submit your resume to topjobs@jeansimpson.com
Industrial: Contact Mischelle at mischelle@jeansimpson.com

Shreveport & Barksdale Resources
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https://www.shreveportla.gov/174/Employment
https://www.bossiercity.org/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/louisiana?location[0]=caddo&location[1]=bossier&sort=PositionTitle%7CAscending
https://myseco.militaryonesource.mil/portal/
https://myseco.militaryonesource.mil/portal/msep/jobs?location=Barksdale%20AFB,%20LA%2071110,%20USA
https://skillbridge.osd.mil/organizations.htm
https://www.laworks.net/
https://www.louisianaworks.net/hire/vosnet/jobbanks/joblist.aspx?enc=
https://www.laworks.net/PublicRelations/PR_EventCalendar.asp
https://www.laworks.net/WorkforceDev/VeteransServices/Vet_Main.asp
https://www.laworks.net/SLDetails.asp?ID=45
https://www.laworks.net/SLDetails.asp?ID=46
mailto:vbell@lwc.la.gov
https://jobboard.ontempworks.com/Work4manpower/Jobs/Search?Keywords=&Location=71110&Distance=Fifty&SortBy=Relevance
https://work4manpower.com/
https://jeansimpson.com/
https://jeansimpson.com/clerical-jobs/
mailto:nikki@jeansimpson.com
https://jeansimpson.com/professional-jobs/
mailto:topjobs@jeansimpson.com
https://jeansimpson.com/industrial-jobs/
mailto:mischelle@jeansimpson.com
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Transfer a Professional License
To transfer a professional license to Louisiana as a military spouse, you must submit
military orders and documentation to the specific Louisiana licensing board, which will
review your qualifications and issue a license if the requirements are met. Louisiana uses
state-level reciprocity, which is enhanced by the federal Military Spouse Licensing Relief
Act (MSLRA), to expedite licensing for qualified military spouses in similar occupations.
Transfer a Teaching License
Search for your License and State

Louisiana Law: for Military Spouses
§3652. Professional and occupational licenses; renewal fees waived; educational
requirements.

Small Business Support
The SBA provides military spouses with the same flexible resources available to veteran
entrepreneurs. Explore videos and virtual events to learn how SBA can support every step
of your small business journey. The Veterans Business Outreach Center (VBOC) program
is designed to provide entrepreneurial development services to service members,
veterans, National Guard and Reserve members, military spouses, and family members
interested in starting or growing a small business
For more information, visit VBOC Louisiana and select, or contact, your designated
office:

Veterans Business Outreach Center at Mississippi State University
Coverage: Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi
Address: 60 Technology Blvd., Suite 105C, Starkville, MS 39759
Website: www.vboc.msstate.edu
Telephone: 662-325-4990
Email: vboc@business.msstate.edu

https://www.militaryonesource.mil/benefits/transferring-your-professional-license/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1084
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1084
https://teachercerthelp.doe.louisiana.gov/hc/en-us/articles/36924291967387-I-am-active-duty-military-or-a-military-spouse-stationed-in-Louisiana-How-do-I-transfer-my-certification-from-another-state-to-Louisiana#:~:text=Military%20orders%20transferring%20the%20applicant,certification%20areas%20available%20in%20Louisiana.
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/vets/veterans/military-spouses/license-recognition#:~:text=government%20resumes%20operations.-,Military%20Spouses,Some%20states%20offer%20license%20reciprocity.
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=285959
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=285959
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=285959
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/grow-your-business/military-spouse-businesses
https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/resource-partners/veterans-business-outreach-centers-vboc#find-your-local-veterans-business-outreach-center
https://www.vboc.msstate.edu/
http://www.vboc.msstate.edu/
mailto:vboc@business.msstate.edu


ADDITIONAL 
INSTALLATION
RESOURCES
In this section discover additional resources in and around your area including the

Military and Family Readiness Center, fitness centers, legal and more! You’ll also

find a guide to the organizational structure of your installation and a base map. 



Base Facilities 
Phone numbers and hours of all facilities on base. Bookmark this page!

Agencies and Programs Overview List

Barksdale Life Spotlight and more

Religious Service Schedule 

GATE INFO
Shreveport Gate (West): 

Open 24 hrs, 7 days a week. The main gate to the base and closest gate to Shreveport.
The visitor center is located here as well. Guests MUST have a real id to get onto base.
See below. 

(North) Bossier City Gate:
Easiest way to access the Barksdale Lodging office for those who are in need of
temporary lodging. 

Bodcau Gate: 
East Reservation gate to accommodate east-side residents. For those residing in either
of the two housing areas located on the east reservation and for those who live the
subdivisions to the north of the base in Haughton.

Industrial Gate (East):
For commercial vehicles entering and exiting base for services to residents or
organizations. All commercial vehicles MUST enter and exit through the East Gate
during their hours of operation. Residents will need to meet their visitor at the gate and
sign them onto base (movers, tow truck, carpet cleaning.

Visitor Center | (318) 456-4984
The visitor center is located near the Shreveport (west) Gate. BAFB requires REAL ID for all
visitor passes and base access. See link for more details on other acceptable forms of ID.

NOTE: When Visitor Centers are closed, the west gate guard building will write visitor
passes. Please contact 318-456-3587 with any questions.
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https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Resources/Newcomer-Guide/Base-Facilities/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Resources/
https://barksdalelife.com/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Units/Barksdale-Chapel/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Units/Barksdale-Chapel/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Gate-Hours/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Gate-Hours/v
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Gate-Hours/


MILITARY & FAMILY READINESS CENTER (M&FRC) PROGRAMS | (318) 456-8400

Commander’s Key Support Program (CKSP) | M&FRC
Key Support Liaisons (KSLs) are enthusiastic volunteers in your spouse’s unit, appointed by
the Commander to help connect and support Air Force families. They serve as a friendly link
between unit leadership and families, offering helpful information and peer-to-peer support.
If you’re not sure who your KSL is, the Military & Family Readiness Center will be happy to
connect you! 

Note: Make sure the unit you are affiliated with has your info if you’d like to be on the social
roster, don’t miss on the chance to stay connected!

Heart Link | M&FRC
Heart Link is a fun, welcoming spouse orientation program designed to strengthen military
families and boost mission readiness. Meet fellow spouses, enjoy an information fair, and
discover the many benefits and services that can help you thrive as a military spouse.
Offered quarterly, call for upcoming dates and join the fun!

Note: Spouses are also encouraged to attend Right Start! Hosted once a month, the briefing
provides invaluable information, and the information fair is an excellent place to ask
questions about medical services, local schools, higher education, off-base activities,
spouse employment, volunteer opportunities, and much more. The information fair typically
begins at 9 a.m.
See the list of upcoming Right Start dates and call the M&FRC: (318) 456-8400.

Note: At some events, childcare is provided. Call the M&FRC to coordinate or learn more. It’s
offered so you don’t have to miss the fun!

Hearts Apart | M&FRC
This program provides events for families who have a member currently deployed, returned
home in the past 30 days or preparing to go in the next 30 days. These events are provided
at no cost to families. Please contact the M&FRC: 318-456-8400 for upcoming events. 

Sexual Assault Prevention & Response Office | 318-456-SARC (7272) (24/7)
The SAPR offices provides assistance, advocacy, support, and empowerment to those who
have experienced sexual assault and harassment and to prevent sexual violence in our
community through education and intervention. For an overview, the history and more
contact information, visit Barksdale AFB SAPR webpage. 27
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https://www.afpc.af.mil/Military-and-Family/Commanders-Key-Support-Program/
https://barksdalelife.com/military-and-family-readiness/
tel:3184568400
tel:3184568400
https://www.resilience.af.mil/sapr/
https://www.resilience.af.mil/sapr/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Resources/SAPR/


Spouse’s Club & Thrift Shop
There is currently no spouse club. To start any club, contact the Private Organizations Office
at 318-456-3154. Spouse clubs typically support military families through volunteerism,
social events, and charitable activities for all retiree, enlisted, and officer spouses. There is
also no thrift shop on BAFB but you may visit or donate to the Airman's Attic.

Commissary | 318-456-8263 Ext 3425 | 1265 Twining Drive
The commissary is the military grocery store. Base commissaries are operated by Defense
Commissary Agency (DeCA) at installations stateside and around the world. Active duty and
retired, Reserve and Guard (on orders), and family members with proper military ID can
purchase food and other items at cost with no sales tax. Commissaries are required by law
to sell items at prices set only high enough to recover item cost, with no profit or overhead
factored into item price. Because the commissary charges you what it costs them, prices
will vary from commissary to commissary, depending on local costs. You will see a 5%
surcharge covers the operational costs – cashier’s salaries, electricity, etc. Check the
website for click2go account, coupons, recipes, sales flyers, employment and more by
location.
Click2Go curb side pick up orders are open 24/7, up to 6 days ahead.
Contact: Ms. Christine Englis, call 318-761-7423 or email her at Christine.englis@deca.mil.

Barksdale AFB Exchange | 318-752-9227
Use the benefits you have earned and save money by shopping at your installation’s
exchange. Shop tax-free for goods and services at military-exclusive prices, and enjoy online
shopping, hiring preferences, scholastic rewards for military kids, sweepstakes and more.
Contact: Ms. Stacy Firemoon, call  318-741-3243 or email her at Firemoon@aafes.com.

Barksdale AFB Legal Office | 334 Davis Ave W, Barksdale AFB | 318-456-2562
The legal office offers walk-in services for notaries and powers of attorney. The drafting of
wills and advice on personal civil legal matters are by appointment only. Legal professionals
can advise on matters such as financial affairs; family law to include marriage or divorce;
immigration; Service Members Civil Relief Act; and wills. Attorneys, however, cannot give
advice on behalf of a third-party, criminal proceedings, or grievances made against the
government or affiliates.
More Information on Wills
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https://corp.commissaries.com/
https://shop.commissaries.com/
https://www.shopmyexchange.com/store-locator/barksdale-afb-main-exchange
https://legalassistance.law.af.mil/
https://legalassistance.law.af.mil/
tel:318-456-2562
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Portals/52/Library/Wills%20Overview.pdf


U.S. Air Force Legal Assistance 
An additional resource for military members, this website offers valuable information on a
wide range of common legal issues. It also allows you to complete power-of-attorney
worksheets at home, speeding up your visit to the legal office. Be sure to record the 8-digit
ticket number accurately so staff can quickly retrieve your worksheet.

Deployment Resources
Pre-Deployment & Remote Tour: Every 1st & 3rd Tues @ 09:00 AM
Post-Deployment: Every Wednesday at 9:30 AM
Spouses are welcome to attend ALL briefings. Unit/special briefings are available upon
UDM request. No briefings are conducted on Holidays/Family Days.

Religious Service Schedule

East Reservation Game Warden Video: Best Kept Secret!
East Reservation Housing is located several miles from Barksdale’s main base, typically
about a 10–15 minute drive depending on the gate used and traffic. The area is more
spread out and quieter than main-base housing, offering a neighborhood-style setting with
larger green spaces and easier parking. Families often appreciate the lower traffic,
playgrounds, walking areas, and quick access to outdoor recreation spots. Because it sits
off the main installation, residents should plan for commuting time to base services such as
the BX, commissary, and medical clinic. It’s a good option for those who want more space
and a less congested environment while still staying connected to the base community.

Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP)
You may access many voting-related questions and answers on the FVAP website or call
the M&FRC at 318-456-8400. 24-hours voting assistance is available from the AF TFSC at
Toll Free 1-800-525-0102.

Global Strike Museum | (318) 456-2840 | https://www.facebook.com/BarksdaleGPM
Located on Barksdale Air Force Base, the museum highlights the rich heritage of the 2nd Bomb
Wing, Strategic Air Command (SAC), and Air Force Global Strike Command. Visitors can explore a
large outdoor aircraft park featuring iconic platforms such as multiple B-52s, an SR-71 Blackbird, and
even a Vulcan bomber. Inside, exhibits cover a wide range of aviation and military history, including a
9/11 display featuring President Bush’s podium and detailed presentations on nuclear weapons
development and deterrence. The museum is open to the public. Guests can expect an immersive
experience—walking among massive bombers in the air park and exploring indoor galleries
dedicated to the 8th Air Force, historic missions, and key moments in U.S. aviation history. 29
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https://aflegalassistance.law.af.mil/
https://barksdalelife.com/military-and-family-readiness/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Units/Barksdale-Chapel/
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/965658/barksdale-afb-game-warden
https://www.fvap.gov/
https://www.explorelouisiana.com/museums/barksdale-global-power-museum
tel:(318)%20456-2840
https://www.facebook.com/BarksdaleGPM
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The story of Barksdale Air Force Base began in 1924, when Shreveport residents first expressed interest in hosting a
military airfield. Their efforts involved years of proposals and negotiations, and although the initial plan was rejected,
persistence paid off. On December 5, 1928, a site in Bossier Parish—then unincorporated land near Bossier City—was
selected from a field of 80 candidates. The City of Shreveport undertook the enormous task of purchasing the property,
acquiring more than 800 parcels for $1.5 million, annexing the land, and finally donating it to the federal government. In
return, the government assumed responsibility for constructing the new installation.

Construction of Barksdale Field began in 1931, guided by an elegant Beaux-Arts radial site plan and an architectural vision
rooted in the French Colonial Revival style. The base’s early buildings featured terra-cotta and stucco exteriors, red-tile
roofs, French windows, and wrought-iron accents—designs inspired by the region’s heritage and local materials. The
original plan included quarters for 200 officers, barracks for 1,500 enlisted men, administrative buildings, a gymnasium, a
YMCA, a chapel, and hangars large enough to support more than 100 aircraft. Landscape architects called for live oaks
along Barksdale Boulevard and native species along adjoining streets, giving the new base a distinctive Southern
character.

Barksdale Field was formally established in 1932 and dedicated on February 2, 1933. It was named in honor of Lieutenant
Eugene Hoy Barksdale (1896–1926), a distinguished World War I aviator who flew with the British Royal Flying Corps
before serving with the American Expeditionary Forces. After the war, he became a U.S. test pilot and tragically lost his life
in 1926 during a flight-test accident. Before the base was built, the land had been dominated by cotton plantations, making
the installation’s development a dramatic transformation of the local landscape. In 1948, with the creation of the United
States Air Force, Barksdale Field was officially redesignated Barksdale Air Force Base.

One of the installation’s most notable areas is its historic residential district. Constructed between 1930 and 1941, the
neighborhood includes single family homes and duplexes originally built for members of the 3rd Attack Group. This French
Colonial Revival district—featuring red-tile roofs, stucco facades, wrought iron railings and tree-lined streets—was listed on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1992.  Damage from the severe winter storms of 2021 led to the demolition of
the several deteriorated units. Despite these losses, many of the historic homes remain, continuing to reflect the
architectural character and heritage of the installation.

Across the runway, the base’s eastern side once housed a separate and highly secretive installation known as Bossier
Base. Opened in 1951, it operated independently from Barksdale AFB and was administered by the Armed Forces Special
Weapons Project under the Atomic Energy Commission. The facility served as one of only six U.S. stockpile sites for
nuclear-weapon components, a fact kept classified until congressional testimony in 1957. As Cold War tensions eased, the
mission at Bossier Base diminished, and the facility was officially closed in 1970. Most of its structures were later
demolished, though a historical marker—placed in 2015—preserves its legacy. The area is now incorporated into
Barksdale’s East Reservation.

Today, Barksdale Air Force Base remains a cornerstone of America’s strategic defense. It serves as headquarters for Air
Force Global Strike Command (AFGSC), activated on August 7, 2009 to manage the Air Force’s portion of the nation’s
nuclear arsenal. The base is also home to Headquarters Eighth Air Force, the 2nd Bomb Wing and the 307th Bomb Wing.

Nearly a century after its founding, Barksdale continues to stand at the center of U.S. airpower, 
blending a rich architectural and cultural heritage with a vital modern mission.

Bossier Library Article            Historical Barksdale Housing

history of Barksdale air force base

https://www.bossierlibrary.org/node/27579
https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/tr/pdf/ADA304695.pdf
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It’s older than the U.S. Air Force. Barksdale Field opened in 1933, 15 years before the Air Force became
its own military branch in 1948.

The Barksdale Historic District refers to the Barksdale Field Historic District at Barksdale Air Force Base
which is the largest historic district in north Louisiana and is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. It includes over 300 buildings constructed between 1931 and 1941, showcasing a variety of early
20th-century architectural styles like French Colonial Revival.

 
The base’s original architecture—tile roofs, stucco walls, wrought-iron balconies—gives parts of
Barksdale the feel of a “little French village.”

Live oaks line Barksdale Boulevard, and other streets were planted in the 1930's. The original base
housing was built to be fireproof and even earthquake resistant, which was extremely unusual for
Louisiana construction in the early 1930s.

The base is home to a massive natural wildlife area: Barksdale’s reservation includes more than 18,000
acres of forest, wetlands, and lakes, one of the largest natural habitats on any Air Force installation,
supporting deer, bald eagles, wild hogs, and even alligators.

Barksdale maintains one of the longest runways in the Air Force: Its main runway is 11,000 feet long! 

The B-52s at Barksdale are older than their pilots—and sometimes their commanders: Most B-52Hs were
built in the early 1960s and are projected to fly beyond 2050.

Barksdale once served as a stage for Hollywood: The base and B-52 bombers appear in several films and
TV productions, including “By Dawn’s Early Light” (1990) and documentaries about nuclear deterrence.

President George W. Bush used Barksdale as a secure location on 9/11: Air Force One landed at
Barksdale on the day of the attacks, where the president addressed the nation.

Barksdale is home to the oldest bomb wing in the Air Force: The 2nd Bomb Wing dates back to World
War I and still flies the B-52H Stratofortress.

It became the headquarters for nuclear operations in 2009: Barksdale is home to Air Force Global Strike
Command, which oversees the majority of the U.S. nuclear arsenal and all Air Force long-range bombers.

The 307th is the only Air Force Reserve unit flying the B‑52H Stratofortress, and they also 
       run the Formal Training Unit (FTU)—that means they train new B‑52 crews right on Barksdale AFB.

Fun Facts About Barksdale AFB
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The Department of the Air Force is led the Secretary of the Air Force (SECAF), located at the Pentagon.

Headquarters Air Force (HAF), is also based out of the Pentagon, led by the highest-ranking military officer in the
Department of the Air Force, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force (CSAF).  

The SECAF and CSAF lead the Air Force in working on service-wide issues.

There are eleven Major Command (MAJCOM) specializing in management of forces to assure they are organized,
trained, and equipped.  These organizations are based on functionality and geography.  The MAJCOM commander is
typically a 4- or 3-star General.

The functionally based Major Commands are:      
Air Combat Command
Air Education and Training Command
Air Force Global Strike Command
Air Force Material Command
Air Force Reserve Command
Air Force Space Command
Air Force Special Operations Command
Air Force Mobility Command

The geographically based Major Commands are: 
Pacific Air Forces
United States Air Forces Central Command
United States Air Forces in Europe – Air Forces Africa

There are twenty-five Numbered Air Forces (NAF) which are referred to as tactical echelons, providing operational
leadership and supervision for the assigned operational units under them. “A numbered Air Force is usually assigned
for geographical purposes, and primarily used only during wartime. In peacetime, they generally only consist of a
limited number of headquarters staff whose job it is to prepare and maintain wartime plans.”1 The NAF commander is
typically a 3- or 2-star General.

Within the NAFs are wings, groups, and squadrons. Just like the MAJCOMs and NAFs, the wings are spread
throughout the world. Wings are led by either Brigadier Generals or Colonels. Most wings have approximately four
groups within them, consisting of an Operational Group, Maintenance Group, Mission Support Group, and Medical
Group. Groups are typically led by Colonels. 

Organizations under the groups are the squadrons, which are known as the pulse in the Air Force. The Air Force has
around 3,300 squadrons. Squadrons are primarily led by Lieutenant Colonels, but you can find some squadrons led by
Majors and Captains. While the support squadrons, groups, and wings rarely deploy together, the operational flying
squadrons are more likely to deploy intact. 

Squadrons come in all sizes ranging from 7 personnel to over 600 personnel. The squadrons are usually fairly
specialized in a tactical or functional mission. The traditional squadrons most are familiar with include fighter
squadrons, bomber squadrons, mobility squadrons, tanker squadrons, missile squadrons, intelligence, surveillance
reconnaissance squadrons, command and control squadrons, and training squadrons. These specialized
squadrons, along with an operational support squadron, usually make up the operational group on any specific
base. Other squadrons include medical squadrons, aircraft maintenance squadrons, civil engineering squadrons,
mission support squadrons, and security forces squadrons.

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

Air force

https://aerospace.csis.org/aerospace101/air-force-organization-101/#easy-footnote-bottom-1-174
https://aerospace.csis.org/aerospace101/air-force-organization-101/
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Air Force Global Strike Command

Type: Major Command (MAJCOM)
Part of: United States Strategic Command
(USSTRATCOM or STRATCOM)

Mission: Airmen ALWAYS ready to provide long-
range precision strike ... anytime, anywhere!
 
Nickname: “America's Shield”
Motto: “Certare Vel Mori (Compete or Die)”

Commander: Gen Stephen L. Davis
Deputy Commander: Lt Gen Michael Lutton
Command Chief: CCM Shawn M. Aiello

Barksdale AFb
Eighth Airforce

Type: Numbered Air Force (NAF)
Part of: Air Force Global Strike 
Command (MAJCOM)

Mission: Fly, fight, and win...airpower anytime, anywhere.

Nickname: "The Mighty Eighth"
Motto: "Peace Through Strength"

Commander: Maj Gen Ty W. Neuman
Mobilization Assistant to the Commander: Brig Gen
Michael M. Moeding
Deputy Commander: Col Daniel M. Alford
Command Chief: CCM Brandon M. Wolfgang

2nd Bomb Wing

Type: Wing
Part of: Air Force Global Strike Command
(MAJCOM), Eighth Air Force (NAF)

Mission: Airmen ALWAYS ready to provide
long-range precision strike ... anytime,
anywhere!

Nickname: “The Mighty Deuce”
Motto: Libertatem Defendimus (Latin for 'We
Defend Liberty')

Commander: Col Christopher G. Cain
Deputy Commander: Col Jessica R. Critcher
Command Chief: CMSgt Joshua A. Matias

307th Bomb Wing

Type: Wing
Part of: Air Force Reserve 
Command (MAJCOM), Tenth Air Force (NAF)

Mission: To provide combat-ready Airmen and B-52H
Stratofortress aircraft for a wide range of operations.

Nickname: “Long Rangers”
Motto: "Mors de Long" (Death from Afar)

Commander: Col David M. Martinez
Deputy Commander: Col Aaron Hedrick
Command Chief: CMSgt Jonathon Alejandro

https://aerospace.csis.org/aerospace101/air-force-organization-101/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/About/Leadership/Biographies/Display/Article/4328191/stephen-l-davis/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/About/Leadership/Biographies/Display/Article/3682772/michael-j-lutton/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/About/Leadership/Biographies/Display/Article/3789768/shawn-m-aiello/
https://www.8af.af.mil/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/About/Leadership/Biographies/Display/Article/4321575/ty-w-neuman/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/About/Leadership/Biographies/Display/Article/4321608/michael-m-moeding/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/About/Leadership/Biographies/Display/Article/4321608/michael-m-moeding/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/About/Leadership/Biographies/Display/Article/4321614/daniel-m-alford/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/About/Leadership/Biographies/Display/Article/4321618/brandon-m-wolfgang/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Units/Fact-Sheets/Article/320180/2nd-bomb-wing/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_Global_Strike_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eighth_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Biographies/Display/Article/4257276/christopher-g-cain/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Biographies/Display/Article/3458493/jessica-r-critcher/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Biographies/Display/Article/3461020/joshua-a-matias/
https://www.307bw.afrc.af.mil/Home/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/182793/307th-bomb-wing/#:~:text=The%20307th%20Operations%20Group%20oversees,support%20all%20B%2D52%20missions.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_Global_Strike_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_Global_Strike_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_Global_Strike_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eighth_Air_Force
https://www.307bw.afrc.af.mil/Home/Biographies/Display/Article/1809885/david-martinez/
https://www.307bw.afrc.af.mil/Home/Biographies/Display/Article/3263741/charles-holt/


Barksdale Air Force Base

Air Force Global Strike Command (AFGS) is charged with developing and providing
combat-ready forces for nuclear deterrence and global strike operations ... Safe -
Secure – Effective… to support the President of the United States and combatant
commanders.

The Eighth Airforce, nicknamed "Mighty Eighth" (8th AF) is a warfighting headquarters
constantly ready to deploy global air power and command an air operation wherever
needed.

The 2nd Bomb Wing (2 BW) is the host unit at Barksdale Air Force Base, responsible
for managing the base’s operations related to its B-52 bomber fleet. It oversees all
aircraft maintenance, weapons loading, and training, supporting thousands of flying
hours and sorties each year. As the cornerstone of the base, 2 BW ensures the
readiness of personnel and resources while supporting national defense missions
worldwide.

The 307th Bomb Wing is an Air Force Reserve unit flying the B-52 and is the only bomb
wing to operate two platforms (B-52 and detached B-1). It also has the only nuclear-
certified squadron in the Air Force Reserve Command. The 307th BW is responsible for
flying and maintaining 20 B-52 Stratofortress aircraft and provides all initial and
requalification training for B-52 aircrew across the entire Air Force.

Barksdale AFB is also home to 31 associate units, including Det. 2, 57th Wing (B-52
Weapons School), the 49th Test Squadron (bomber operational testing), and the 548th
Combat Training Squadron (Air Warrior II).

MISSION
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https://www.afgsc.af.mil/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/About/
https://www.8af.af.mil/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Units/Fact-Sheets/Article/320180/2nd-bomb-wing/
https://www.307bw.afrc.af.mil/
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Barksdale AFB, in 3D, showing main base to the west (Shreveport Gate) and the east reservation near
Bodcau gate. North Facing.

East Reservation is zoned for schools in Haughton. Main base is zoned for schools in Bossier, just
north of the base.

Barksdale AFB, in 3D, in relation to Shreveport, North Bossier and South Bossier areas.
North Facing.
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East Reservation Neighborhoods

Main Base Neighborhoods

Liberty HeightsHeritage Heights



ADDITIONAL 
COMMUNITY
RESOURCES
In this section discover additional resources within the local community.



Below you will find additional community resources that will help you build your network and
take advantage of your time with the local community. 

Bossier Chamber of Commerce

Shreveport Chamber of Commerce

Visit Shreveport Bossier

Bossier City History

RELOCATION GUIDES:
Military One Source Installation Booklet
Barksdale AFB Newcomer Guide Newcomer Guide
NW LA Military Support Foundation Welcome to Barksdale!

LOCAL WEATHER AND HAZARDS:
NOAA Local Weather: Shreveport Office: https://www.weather.gov/shv
Local Weather Alerts: NOAA: https://www.weather.gov/nwr/
https://www.ready.gov/alerts
Local Hazards to be aware: Bossier City Website
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https://www.bossierchamber.com/military-relations/
https://www.bossierchamber.com/military-relations/
https://www.shreveportchamber.org/
https://www.visitshreveportbossier.org/
https://www.bossiercity.org/281/City-History
https://installations.militaryonesource.mil/installation-booklet/barksdale-air-force-base
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/Information/Resources/Newcomer-Guide/
http://nwlamilitarysupport.org/welcome-to-barksdale/
https://www.weather.gov/shv
https://www.weather.gov/nwr/
https://www.ready.gov/alerts
https://www.bossierparishla.gov/police-jury/divisions/homeland-security-emergency-preparedness/hazards


LOUISIANA MILITARY AND VETERANS BENEFITS:
Hunting and Fishing

Louisiana State Parks

Louisiana Military Family Assistance Fund (MFA)

Louisiana Commercial Driver License (CDL) Military Skills Test Waiver

State Tuition
Nonresident service members serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces who are
stationed in Louisiana, and their dependents, are authorized residency for tuition purposes
at Louisiana public colleges and universities. 

UNIQUE LAWS AND STATE CUSTOMS:
Search Louisiana Laws
Military and Veteran Benefits

LOCAL AND STATE REPRESENTATIVES:
Government Directory

Louisiana Representative:
Speaker Mike Johnson, District – 4 (R) Speaker of the House of Representatives
State Office: 2550 Hospital Dr., Ste. 248 Bossier City, LA 71111 Phone: (318) 840-0309

Louisiana Senators:
Bill Cassidy M.D., (R) of Baton Rouge, Year elected: 2015
Shreveport Office: 401 Market St., Ste. 1018 Shreveport, LA 71101 Phone: (318) 798-3215
John Kennedy, (R) of Madisonville, Year elected: 2017
Shreveport Office: 401 Market St., Ste. 1050 Shreveport, LA 71101 Phone: (318) 670-5192
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https://vetaffairs.la.gov/benefits/state
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/special-licenses-and-permits
https://www.lastateparks.com/special-ratesdiscounts
https://vetaffairs.la.gov/military-family-assistance-fund
https://public.powerdms.com/ladpsc/documents/368267
https://law.justia.com/codes/louisiana/2021/revised-statutes/title-17/rs-2137/#:~:text=A%20child%20or%20spouse%20of%20a%20member,spouse%20of%20a%20member%20of%20the%20armed
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/LawSearchList.aspx
https://myarmybenefits.us.army.mil/Benefit-Library/State/Territory-Benefits/Louisiana#Recreation
https://www.bossierchamber.com/assets/pdf/2025+Government+Directory+Digital/


MILITARY PERSONNEL & VEHICLES IN LA:
Military Personnel - Automobile Liability Insurance Premium Discount
Louisiana offers a 25% auto insurance discount for active-duty military, reservists, and
National Guard members based in the state. This discount was expanded by a 2024 law to
also include retired military and veterans with a 50% or greater disability rating. To get the
discount, you must apply with your insurer by submitting the required documentation, such
as military orders or a commander's letter. 

Motor Vehicle Sale Tax Exemption
Military personnel are exempt from payment of use tax on motor vehicles imported into
Louisiana while on active duty, providing they have proof that sales tax was previously paid
on their vehicle in one of the 50 states. In addition, a photocopy of their military ID and
orders, or a statement from their commanding officer, verifying they are active duty military
personnel is required.
Registration: 

Active-duty military and their spouses are exempt from needing Louisiana registration if
their out-of-state registration and license plates are current and valid.

Class of Licenses and Age Requirements 
Information on driver license issuance.

Issue of Drivers License
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https://installations.militaryonesource.mil/military-installation/barksdale-air-force-base/transportation/motor-vehicles
https://installations.militaryonesource.mil/military-installation/barksdale-air-force-base/transportation/motor-vehicles
https://installations.militaryonesource.mil/military-installation/barksdale-air-force-base/transportation/motor-vehicles
https://ldi.la.gov/docs/default-source/documents/legaldocs/bulletins/bul2023-04-cur-militarypersonnelau#:~:text=FEBRUARY%2014%2C%202025&text=R.S.%2022:1482.,/military%2D%20discount%2Dform
https://dam.ldr.la.gov/publications/20164(6_20).pdf
https://public.powerdms.com/LADPSC/documents/364295/1.00%20-%20CLASSES%20OF%20LICENSES%20AND%20AGE%20REQUIREMENTS
https://public.powerdms.com/LADPSC/documents/364295/1.00%20-%20CLASSES%20OF%20LICENSES%20AND%20AGE%20REQUIREMENTS
https://public.powerdms.com/ladpsc/documents/368267


Welcome to Louisiana!
Louisiana, often called the “Pelican State,” is a place of vibrant culture, rich history, and natural beauty. From the lively
streets of New Orleans with its jazz, cuisine, and festivals, to the serene bayous and wetlands that showcase the state’s
unique ecosystems, Louisiana offers a lifestyle full of flavor, music, and community. Known for its warm hospitality,
diverse heritage, and distinctive traditions, the state is a welcoming home for both families and individuals seeking a
blend of Southern charm and modern amenities.

Living in Northwest Louisiana: Barksdale AFB and the Surrounding Community
Barksdale Air Force Base is located in Bossier City, part of the Shreveport-Bossier metropolitan area in Northwest
Louisiana. The surrounding cities of Bossier City and Shreveport offer a welcoming small-city feel with the conveniences
of urban living. Residents enjoy a variety of cultural attractions such as museums, theaters, and live music venues, as
well as annual festivals that celebrate the region’s heritage. For outdoor enthusiasts, the area is rich in parks, lakes, and
trails, providing plenty of opportunities for boating, fishing, and hiking.
Cost of living in Northwest Louisiana is generally affordable compared to national averages, making it easier for families
and individuals to enjoy comfortable housing, good schools, and accessible healthcare. 
The local cuisine reflects Louisiana’s renowned flavors, from Creole and Cajun dishes to classic Southern comfort food.
Overall, living near Barksdale AFB provides a supportive military environment, a close-knit community, and a balance of
work, recreation, and cultural experiences—all set against the backdrop of Louisiana’s unique charm and warmth.
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State Facts
Louisiana, reflecting its French heritage, is the only U.S. state with parishes instead of
counties, one of just two states not divided into counties (the other is Alaska).

The brown pelican became Louisiana's official bird on July 27, 1966. It nests from
South Carolina to Brazil. Pelicans are famous for their large bill, the lower portion of
which has a pouch which may be greatly extended.

The large creamy-white bloom of the magnolia tree was designated the state flower
in 1900 because of the abundance of trees throughout the state. The magnolia is an
evergreen and the flower is usually fragrant. After the six to twelve petals of the
flower have fallen away the large cone shaped fruit of the magnolia is exposed.

This official flag of Louisiana is that flag now in general use, consisting of a solid blue
field with the coat-of-arms of the state, the pelican feeding its young, in white in the
center, with a ribbon beneath, also in white, containing in blue the motto of the state,
"Union, Justice and Confidence". It was adopted by an Act of the Legislature in 1912.

The fleur-de-lis, a stylized lily, reflects Louisiana’s rich French heritage and enduring
spirit. It symbolizes loyalty, resilience, and pride, appearing throughout the state’s
culture, history, and community. Pronounced FLUR-duh-LEE 

https://web.archive.org/web/20110110102753/http:/www.sos.louisiana.gov/tabid/217/Default.aspx


Note: While we strive to make the information in this guide as timely and accurate as possible,

we make no claim, promise, or guarantee about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the

contents of this guide, and expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents

of the guide. No warranty of any kind, implied, expressed, or statutory, including but not limited

to the warranties of non-infringement of third party rights, title, merchantability, fitness for a

particular purpose or freedom from computer virus, is given with respect to the contents of this

guide or its links to other Internet resources. References or the appearance of hyperlinks does

not constitute endorsement of non-federal entities or imply Department of Defense or

Department of the Air Force endorsement of any company or organization

This installation & community Thrive Guide is created in alignment with Five & Thrive™ and is used with

permission. Five & Thrive™ is a project under the National Defense University Foundation, its fiscal sponsor.

Created by: 
Current as of 

Krista Augustson, Military Liaison, Bossier Chamber of Commerce
December 08, 2025
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